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TO  THE 


MALLINC  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year 

2908. 

The  District  under  my  care  embraces  :  — 

Census,  1891.  Census,  1901. 

Acres.  .  38>527  38>527 

Inhabited  houses  .  4,849  5,183 

Population  .  24,747  24,701 

The  Population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1908  is 
24,671. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  number  606;  of  these 
321  were  males  and  285  female — 581  were  legitimate  and  25 
illegitimate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  24.6  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  With  the  exception  of  the  1906  rate  this  is  the  lowest 
on  record  and  is  2  per  1,000  below  the  average  of  the  past  10 
years. 

The  Deaths  for  the  year  number  291,  giving  a  Death  Rate 
of  1 1.8  per  1,000  of  the  Population.  This  is  quite  the  best  on 
record,  the  next  lowest  number  of  deaths  being  31 1  recorded 
in  1905.  The  rate  of  11.8  is  nearly  3  per  1,000  below  the  10  years 
average.  A  satisfactorv  feature  in  the  reduced  rate  is  the  fact  that 
it  is  due  in  large  part  to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
preventable  diseases. 

The  number  of  children  dying  under  i  year  of  age  is  57, 
giving  a  rate  of  94  per  1,000  births  registered.  The  average 
rate  for  the  past  ten  years  is  124.8. 

Of  581  legitimate  children  born  52  died,  and  of  25  illegitimate 
children  born  5  died;  as  is  usual  the  mortality  amongst  the  latter 
is  very  heavy,  in  this  instance  it  is  more  than  twice  as  great  as 
that  occurring  amongst  the  former. 

Deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  number  17, 
giving  a  Death  Rate  of  only  .69  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

(  Whooping  Cough  .  7  deaths. 

There  occurred  from  4  Influenza  .  5 

(  Diarrhoea  .  .  5 

None  were  recorded  from  either  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Diph¬ 
theria,  or  Typhoid  f  ever. 
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Under  the  Act  for  the  Compulsory  Notification  of  In¬ 
fectious  Diseases  there  were  reported  117  cases.  The  numbers 
in  1905,  1906  and  1907  were  respectively  261,  281,  and  136  cases,, 
and  the  average  for  the  ten  years  preceding-  1908  was  190. 

Of  the  1 17  cases  reported  during-  the  past  year  :  — 

55  were  Scarlet  Fever. 

31  were  Diphtheria. 

1 1  were  Erysipelas. 

19  were  Typhoid  Fever. 

1  was  Puerperal  Fe\rer. 

Below  is  a  table  giving  an  Analysis  of  cases  reported  during" 
the  past  ten  years  :  — 


Scarlet 

Diph- 

Typhoid 

Puer- 

Small 

Erysi- 

Y  EAR. 

Fever. 

theria. 

Fever. 

peral 

Fever. 

Pox. 

pelas. 

Totals. 

1899 

131 

83 

6 

1 

0 

54 

285 

1909 

94 

55 

9 

0 

0 

41 

199 

1901 

56 

53 

16 

3 

15 

17 

160 

1902 

51 

68 

8 

8 

22a 

20 

172 

19.3 

25 

31 

4 

2 

7 

23 

92 

1901 

j  64 

54 

5 

0 

0 

22 

145 

1905 

132 

102 

2 

4 

0 

21 

261 

1906 

155 

86 

10 

1 

0 

23 

281 

1907 

41 

55 

7 

1 

0 

32 

136 

1903 

55 

31 

19 

1 

0 

11 

117 

10  years’ 

80-5 

61-8 

8-6 

2-1 

1 

4'4 

26-9 

184  8 

average. 

a — General  Small  Pox  Epidemic. 


Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  a  small  outbreak  limited  to  5 
cases  at  Birling  and  Stangate  in  February  and  March,  otherwise 
the  first  7  months  of  the  year  were  exceptionally  free.  In  August 
shortly  before  the  schools  broke  up  for  the  summer  holiday  and 
hop-picking,  the  disease  commenced  in  the  three  adjoining  villages 
of  Aylesford,  Eccles  and  Burham.  These  villages  account  for 
more  than  half  the  cases  reported.  The  intercourse  between 
the  three  is  exceptional  in  that  the  older  boys  and  girls  from 
Eccles  attend  in  some  cases  Burham,  and  in  others  Aylesford 
Schools,  Eccles  having  only  a  small  mixed  school,  and  in  this 
way  no  doubt  the  outbreak  was  kept  alive  amongst  the  three. 
It  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  close  the  schools. 
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Of  the  55  cases  reported  n  came  from  Burham,  io  from 
Eccles,  7  from  Aylesford,  6  from  East  Peckham,  5  from  Biding, 
4  from  Ditton,  3  from  Snodland,  2  each  from  Mereworth  and 
Stansted,  and  one  apiece  from  Wouldham,  West  Mailing,  East 
Mailing,  Ightham,  and  Offham. 

The  tvpe  of  disease  lias  been  on  the  whole  mild. 

Diphtheria. — Only  31  cases  were  reported  and  none  of  these 
proved  fatal. 

A  small  outbreak  of  9  cases  occurred  at  Ditton  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  and  4  cases  were  reported  from  Eccles  in 
November;  the  remaining  18  cases  were  scattered  over  the  district 
generally. 

Ditton  was  responsible  for  10  cases,  Eccles  for  7,  West  Mail¬ 
ing  for  4,  East  Mailing  and  Offham  for  3  each,  Snodland  for  2, 
and  Wateringbury  and  Ryarsh  each  for  1. 

Aylesford,  which  reported  18  cases  in  1906  and  16  cases  in 
1907,  was  quite  free  throughout  the  year.  Eccles  also  shows  a 
much  better  return,  dropping  from  35  cases  in  1906  and  18  in 
1907,  to  only  7  during  the  past  year. 

Typhoid  Fever. — This  disease  has  given  considerable  trouble, 
especially  in  Snodland,  where  12  cases  occurred  out  of  a  total  of 
19  reported.  The  remaining  7  presented  no  special  features  and 
were  mostly  isolated  cases — 2  were  reported  from  Burham  and  1 
from  each  of  the  following  parishes  : — Aylesford,  Wouldham, 
W  est  Mailing,  East  Mailing,  and  Trosley. 

The  cases  from  Snodland  were  exceptionally  infectious.  No 
less  than  six  were  reported  as  occurring  amongst  members  of  2 
related  families  living  in  2  cottages  in  different  streets,  from  an¬ 
other  cottage  some  distance  away  3  cases  were  reported,  and  from 
yet  another  2  cases.  W  ith  regard  to  the  first  outbreak  I  reported 
on  June  30th  as  follows  :  —  “The  six  cases  have  occurred  in  2 
“families  related  to  one  another  and  having  frequent  intercourse 
4 ‘with  one  another  though  not  living  in  the  same  street.  The 
“first  case  was  reported  on  April  7th,  a  child,  Caroline  Penny, 
“living  at  2,  Delamere-road,  and  I  formed  the  opinion  that  the 
“disease  was  contracted  in  some  very  dirty  closets  at  the  back 
“of  the  house  which  were  in  a  foul  condition  and  without  water 
“supply,  and  about  which  the  child  and  her  sisters  were  accus- 
“tomed  to  play.  Three  other  members  of  the  Penny  household 
‘Avere  subsequently  taken  ill,  also  the  mother-in-law,  who  assisted 
“in  the  house,  and  also  her  son.  After  careful  enquiry  and  re¬ 
peated  visits,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the  subsequent 
“cases  were  the  result  of  direct  infection  from  person  to  person 
“and  that  they  had  no  common  outside  source,  all  such  were  care- 
“ fully  excluded;  also  I  had  evidence  of  gross  carelessness  on  the 
“part  of  at  any  rate  one  of  the  victims.  Short  of  removing  the 
“patients  from  home  all  precautions  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary 
“Authority.  ’  ’ 
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In  one  of  the  later  outbreaks,  where  two  members  of  one 
household  were  affected,  removal  to  Hospital  arrested  any  further 
developments. 

Pufrperal  Fever. — The  only  case  reported  occurred  in  a 
hopper  hut  at  East  Mailing-;  the  hut  was  a  g'ood  one  and  the  case 
did  well. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  gave  comparatively  speaking  little 
trouble,  only  5  deaths  were  recorded,  all  infants  under  one. year  of 
age. 

German  Measles  necessitated  the  closing  of  schools  at  Water- 
ingbury  in  March  and  April  and  at  Aylesford  also  in  April.  The 
Infant  department  only  was  closed  in  each  instance. 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  at  East  Mailing  in  November  and 
December,  first  the  Infant  School  and  then  the  Mixed  Department 
had  to  be  closed. 

There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Whooping  Cough  was  responsible  for  7  deaths,  5  occurring 
amongst  infants  under  1  year  of  age.  It  was  generally  prevalent 
through  the  district,  fatal  cases  occurring  in  Wouldham,  Ship- 
bourne,  Mereworth  and  Wateringbury. 

Epidemics  were  troublesome  also  at  Addington  and  Offham. 

Chicken  Pox. — Wateringbury  Infant  School  was  closed  in 
December  in  consequence  of  an  outbreak.  Other  parts  of  the 
district  were  affected,  but  no  other  schools  were  closed. 


The  following'  tables  of  General  Vital  Statistics  are  of  interest  : 


Population 

estimated 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Lender  1  Year. 

At  al 

Ages. 

Year. 

to  the 
middle  of 
the  year. 

Number. 

Rate. 

N  umber. 

Rate  per 
1000  Births 
Registered. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  of  the 
Population 

1898 

24,714 

688 

27-8 

109 

158*4 

395 

15-9 

1899 

24,710 

679 

27  4 

100 

1 47  2 

413 

16-7 

1900 

24,705 

653 

26  4 

92 

140-9 

385 

15-6 

1901 

24,701 

646 

26-15 

94 

145-5 

365 

14-8 

1902 

24,696 

686 

27-7 

76 

110-8 

352 

14-2 

1903 

24,691 

686 

27-8 

87 

126-8 

318 

129 

1904 

24,687 

653 

26-4 

74 

107-2 

324 

13-1 

1905 

24,683 

639 

25-9 

59 

92-3 

311 

12-6 

1906 

24,678 

604 

24-5 

69 

114-2 

339 

13-7 

1907 

24,674 

636 

25-8 

67 

105-3 

365 

14-8 

Average 

98-07 

24,693 

657 

266 

83 

124-8 

356-7 

14-4 

1908 

24,671 

606 

24  6 

57 

940 

291 

11*8 

5 

Death  Table. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

AT 

SUBJOINED  AGES. 

All  ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 

under  5. 

5  and 
under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

over. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

7 

5 

1 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza  . 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Ttia.rrhfCfl.  . 

5 

5 

Enteritis  . 

r? 

O 

3 

2 

Ervsi  nel  as 

1 

1 

Phthisis  . 

24 

_____ 

10 

14 

. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

8 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer  .... 

19 

s 

11 

"Rrrmchitis  . 

16 

3 

1 

2 

10 

Pheumonia . 

11 

L 

5 

1 

_ _ 

1 

4 

Other  Kespiratory  Diseases 

4 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Alcoholism  . 

O 

O 

1 

2 

Prema  ture  Births 

8 

8 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

Parturition  . 

1 

1 

. 

Heart  Diseases 

25 

16 

9 

Accidents . 

13 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

Suicides  . . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

All  other  causes . 

130 

29 

3 

8 

1 

14 

75 

All  Causes  . 

291 

58 

.7 

14 

17 

71 

114 

The  Mid-Kent  Water  Company  continue  to  supply  a  pure 
water;  its  composition  shows  very  little  change. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  result  of  6  Analyses  taken 
during  the  year  :  — 

The  figures  represent  parts  per  100,000. 


Year,  1908. 

Average. 

Maximum 

Minimum. 

Free  Ammonia  .  . 

•0004 

•001 

None. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia . 

•0007 

•0012 

•0002 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

•0026 

•005 

•0014 

Oxygen  obsorbed  in  4  hours  .. 

•0059 

•011 

•0020 

Total  Solid  Residue . 

23-9 

24-6 

23*20 

Chlorine . . 

1-77 

1-8 

1*65 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

Trace. 

•114 

Trace. 

Temporary  Hardness  . . . 

10-6 

11-4 

10-1 

Permanent  Hardness  . 

4-45 

5-0 

4-0 

Total  Hardness . 

15-0 

16*4 

14*5 
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The  number  of  houses  using-  the  water  shows  a  steady  increase. 
In  the  year  1900  a  domestic  supply  was  given  to  2,086  houses, 
and  last  year  the  number  supplied  was  3,894. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  the  large  reservoir  near  the  Beech 
Inn  at  Mereworth  has  been  covered  in. 

All  the  Reservoirs  and  Pumping  Stations  appeared  to  be  clean 
and  in  p;ood  order  when  I  visited  them. 

Complaints  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  with  respect 
both  to  the  frequent  discolouration  of  the  water  and  to  the 
deposit  of  sand.  I  have  been  in  communication  with  the  Man¬ 
ager  on  the  subject,  and  the  Company  appear  to  me  to  be  now 
making  every  effort  to  overcome  the  trouble  by  covering  the  open 
reservoir,  by  getting  rid  as  far  as  possible  of  all  dead  ends,  and 
by  more  frequently  washing  out  the  mains  at  night.  I  hope 
next  year  to  report  that  in  these  respects  there  is  less  cause  for 
complaint. 

Hop-picking  commenced  towards  the  end  of  August.  The 
earlier  part  of  the  season  was  terribly  wet  and  there  was  much 
suffering  in  consequence,  especially  amongst  those  occupying 
tents.  I  invited  you  all  to  meet  me  on  the  afternoon  of  September 
5th  on  one  of  the  farms  and  to  see  the  condition  of  the  tent 
dwellers.  The  weather  had  then  cleared  and  the  afternoon  was 
fine,  but  a  couple  of  nights  previously  tents  had  been  blown  down 
and  bedding  and  clothes  had  been  saturated,  and  sleep  had  been 
rendered  impossible;  also  the  weather  had  been  almost  continuously 
wet  for  a  week  before  that. 

I  believe  bailiffs  were  instructed  on  the  larger  farms  to  do 
all  that  was  possible  to  minimise  the  distress,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
if  the  above  condition  of  things  occurs  for  nearly  a  week  at  a 
time,  say  only  once  in  every  four  or  five  years,  much  sickness  and 
distress  must  result,  and  I  desire  to  impress  upon  you  once  again 
the  impropriety  of  allowing  children,  at  any  rate,  to  occupy  tents. 
If  used  at  all  they  should  be  reserved  for  adults  and  preferably  for 
men  only. 

Infantile  diarrhoea  did  not  cause  as  much  illness  as  usual 
amongst  the  hoppers,  and  there  were  no  epidemics  of  infectious 
disease,  though  isolated  cases  occurred  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles 
and  Puerperal  Fever  at  East  Mailing,  also  of  Diphtheria  (2  cases) 
and  Typhoid  Fever  at  Offham. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — Regulations  with  regard  to  cleanli¬ 
ness  in  milking  and  care  in  dealing  with  the  milk  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed,  but  I  regret  that  I  cannot  report  much  improvement  at 
present. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — There  are  on  the  register 
21  Factories  and  98  Workshops,  a  total  of  1T9  Workshops.  Your 
Sanitary  Inspector  records  287  inspections. 
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Midwives’  Act. — In  April  last  I  reported  on  the  working-  of 
the  Act  for  the  year  ending  March  31st  as  follows  : — “There  now 
“remain  only  two  years  until  the  Act  comes  fully  into  force,  and 
“although  here  and  there  efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  the 
“necessary  nurses,  the  difficulties  appear  to  me  at  present  very 
“great  and  the  efforts  quite  inadequate.  Women  who  undertake 
“the  course  of  training  now  necessary  to  obtain  certificates  find 
“more  congenial  and  more  remunerative  work  in  the  towns,  and 
“unless  something  more  active  is  undertaken  it  is  certain,  as  I 
“reported  last  year,  that  the  Act  cannot  be  enforced  in  1910.  The 
“work  necessitated  by  the  Act  has  been  carried  out  as  usual  and 
“it  has  not  been  necessary  to  report  or  censure  any  midwife. 

“In  only  a  few  instances  are  the  midwives  capable  of  keeping 
“their  registers  satisfactorily,  and  I  am  compelled  to  be  satisfied 
“if  the  remainder  are  thoroughly  clean  and  perform  the  practical 
“part  of  their  duties  in  a  proper  manner.” 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Snodland  are  in  an  unsatisfactory 
condition.  The  outfall  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit  passed  through 
broken  pipes  into  a  tidal  stream.  The  matter  is  receiving 
attention. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  again  been  continuously  occupied, 
though  from  April  till  August  we  were  free  from  cases  of  diph¬ 
theria.  The  Emergency  Block  has  been  twice  used,  early  in  the 
year  for  Diphtheria  patients,  while  cleaning  etc.,  was  going  on 
in  the  other  Blocks,  and  again  later  on  for  the  case  of  Typhoid 
Fever  specially  admitted. 

The  staff  is  the  same  as  that  of  last  year  with  the  exception 
of  the  Staff  Nurse,  who  has  been  twice  changed. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  during  the  year.  Comparative 
figures  are  given  in  the  following  tables  with  regard  to  cases  ad¬ 
mitted,  duration  of  stay  in  Hospital,  etc.  :  — 
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Appended  is  the  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  gentlemen, 

'  Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  H.  ROBERTS. 

February  12th,  1909. 
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The  Limes, 

West  Mailing", 

January  21st,  1909. 


Dr.  A.  H.  Roberts, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Mailing-  Rural  District  Council. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  submit  annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  i9o8>  in  respect  to  my  duties  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Inspec¬ 
tor  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  and  also 
as  Surveyor  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings  to  the  Mailing  Rural 
District  Council. 

NUISANCES. 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  and  Ashes 
Drains  blocked 

Defective  Sinks  and  Waste  Pipes  ... 

Drains,  defective  or  insufficient... 

Defective  Roofs  and  Gutters . 

Dangerous  Wells  ... 

Dirty  Cowsheds... 

Dirty  Dairies 

Dirty  Bakehouses  ...  ...  . 

Dirty  Slaughterhouses 
Defective  Paving 
Foul  Ditches  ... 

Filthy  Dwellings 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
Insufficient  Cesspools  ... 

Insufficient  or  Defective  Waterclosets 
Ill-constructed  Privies  ... 

Keeping  Animals  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance 

Overcrowding  .  . 

Overflowing  Cesspools 
Overflowing  Privies 

Insufficient  Light  and  Ventilation  to  Dwellings 
Insufficient  Water  Supply  . 

Total  641 


85 

5i 

43 

92 

46 
2 

10 

2 
9 

3 
9 

4 
43 
W 

19 
60 

13 

1 1 
9 

47 
4i 

5 

20 


The  nuisances  enumerated  have  generally  been  abated  without 
it  being  found  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices.  The  owners 
of  property  have  generally  on  intimation  of  nuisance  existing  on 
their  property  met  me,  and  I  have  found  with  the  exception  of 
two  cases  no  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  nuisances  abated — 
these  of  course  refer  to  structural  work.  With  regard  to  other 
nuisances,  for  which  occupiers  are  responsible  for  abatement,  I 
have  had  no  difficulty  whatever  in  dealing  with. 
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The  following-  cases  were  brought  before  the  Justices,  with  the 
following  results  :  — 

Contravention  of  Canal  Boats  Act;  registration  number 
obliterated.  The  contravention  being  remedied  before  the 
case  was  heard,  the  defendants  were  ordered  to  pay  costs. 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Closing  order  was 
made  in  respect  to  3  cottages,  New  Hythe-lane,  East  Mailing, 
owner  paying  costs. 

Closing"  order  was  made  in  respect  to  3  cottages,  Trottis- 
eliffe,  owner  paying  costs. 

SCAVENGING. 

Snodlaxd. — The  Scavenging  in  this  parish  has  improved  this 
year.  The  scavenger  has  reported  that  during  the  year  he  has 
removed  1,461  yards  of  refuse,  as  against  1,176  loads  in  1907  and 
1,017  levels  in  1906.  I  have  only  received  two  or  three  verbal 
complaints  during  the  year,  and  immediately  on  my  writing  the 
contractor,  he  has  given  attention  and  scavenged  the  premises. 

Wouldham. — The  scavenging  in  this  parish  has  been  carried 
out  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  same  contractor  is  con¬ 
tinuing"  for  the  ensuing"  year.  The  cost  has  been  considerably  re- 
duced,  but  that  is  due  unfortunately  to  the  number  of  empty 
houses  in  the  village.  Return  sheets  have  been  supplied,  so  that 
in  future  details  of  the  scavenging  done  will  be  available. 

East  Malling  and  Dittox.  —  In  these  parishes  the  work  is  done 
by  direct  labour.  There  has  been  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  sites 
for  depositing  the  contents  of  cesspools,  without  going  long  dis¬ 
tances.  There  are  several  who  are  quite  willing  to  take  the  con¬ 
tents  of  pail,  earth  and  midden  privies  and  ashes,  but  reluctant  to 
take  the  liquid  from  the  cesspools.  There  is  also  the  difficulty 
of  drawing  the  sewage  vans  on  to  the  land  during"  wet  weather. 
However,  with  all  the  difficulties  mentioned  the  cost  of  scavenging" 
shows  a  reduction  of  ^6,10  15s.  id.  for  the  year. 


COST  OF  HORSE  HIRE  AND  LABOUR  FOR  1908. 


Horse  Hire 

Labour  ... 

March. 

J  line. 

Sepr. 

Dec. 

Totals. 

£  s.  d. 

59  4  0 

38  0  0 

£  s.  d . 

62  12  0 

35  13  6 

£  s.  d. 

56  6  0 

35  1  5 

£  3  (1. 

57  6  0 

35  9  4 

£  s.  d. 

235  8  0 

144  4  3 

Totals  .  ..£ 

97  4  0 

98  5  6 

91  7  5 

92  15  4 

379  12  3 

5  0  0 

Add  Bonus  to  Foreman 

£ 

384  1 2  3 

12  i 

1907 


Cost  1907  .  395  7  4 

Cost  1908  ...  ...  384  12  3 


£1°  l$  1 


I  submit  table  showing-  cost  for  the  last  7  years  :  — 


Scavenging- 

Contract  Svstem. 

j 

£  s.  d. 

Scavenging— 

-Direct  Labour 
£  s.  d. 

1902 

620  15  0 

1905  ... 

584 

l8 

2 

1 903 

585  5  0 

1 906 

469 

I 

4 

1 904 

554  0  0 

1907  ... 

1 908 

395 

384 

by 

7 

12 

4 

n 

Everything-  possible  is  being  done  to  keep  cost  down  consistent 
with  efficiency. 

S  I.  A  UGH  T  E  R  H  OU  S  E  S . 


I  have  visited  the  several  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  and 
on  three  occasions  have  called  upon  the  occupiers  to  cleanse  and 
limewhite  their  slaughterhouses.  This  is  three  less  than  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  On  re-inspecting  1  have  found  the  premises  cleansed 
and  lime  whited. 


There  are  no  regulations  in  force  respecting 
1  consider  the  general  condition  of  the  premises 


slaughterhouses. 

satisfactory. 


TIop-pickers. 


During  the  hop-picking  season  1  visited  and  inspected  the 
various  settlements  in  the  district  and  found  during  the  first  week 
of  the  season,  in  consequence  of  the  weather,  that  the  Council’s 
bve-laws  relating  to  the  lodging  of  hop-pickers  were  not  being  com¬ 
plied  with.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  tents  used  were  not  water¬ 
tight.  On  the  other  hand  extra  straw  was  given  by  the  growers 
to  replace  the  wet  bedding  and  also  an  unlimited  supply  of  firing 
in  the  shape  of  wood  faggots  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  drying 
the  hoppers’  clothing. 

The  tents  are  quite  unsuitable  for  the  housing  or  lodging  of 
women  and  children,  and  should  in  my  opinion  be  discontinued. 
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During-  the  season  Dr.  Howarth,  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  with  yourself  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  myself  as 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  met  several  members  of  the  Council  and 
visited  the  hopper  settlement,  Church  Farm,  Offham,  and  inspected 
some  of  the  tents  and  huts.  The  weather  being-  tine  they  were  seen 
at  their  best. 

There  were  four  cases  of  infectious  disease  among  the  hop- 
pickers,  two  cases  of  diphtheria,  one  case  of  scarlet  fever,  and  one 
case  of  puerperal  fever.  The  patients,  with  the  exception  of  the  case 
of  puerperal  fever,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
their  bedding  burnt  and  dwellings  thoroughly  disinfected. 

The  food  supply  was  satisfactory.  The  action  taken  in  pre¬ 
vious  years  by  the  Council  appears  to  have  had  a  very  beneficial 
result. 

'Fhe  water  supply  was  satisfactory,  in  most  cases  the  Com¬ 
pany's  water  being  available. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

I  have  visited  and  inspected  and  from  time  to  time  re-in¬ 
spected  the  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district.  1  have  had 
occasion  to  call  on  the  occupiers  of  nine  bakehouses  to  cleanse 
and  limewhite  their  workshops  (this  is  one  more  than  last  year). 
On  re-inspecting  I  have  found  the  work  carried  out  satisfactorily, 
and  without  it  being  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices. 

During  the  year  I  have  registered  1 1  workshops,  and  there 
are  now  on  the  register  21  factories  and  98  workshops.  Two 
workshops  have  been  closed  and  three  changed  hands. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

I  have  inspected  and  re-inspected  the  several  cowsheds  and 
dairies  during  the  year,  and  have  had  occasion  to  call  upon  the 
occupiers  to  cleanse  and  limewhite  ten  cowsheds  (this  is  four 
more  than  last  year);  also  to  cleanse  and  limewhite  two  dairies 
(this  is  one  more  than  last  year).  On  re-inspecting  I  found  that 
the  work  had  been  done. 

Copies  of  Rules  and  Regulations  as  to  cleanliness  and  care  in 
milking,  etc.,  have  been  given  to  every  person  registered  under  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order. 

There  are  at  present  52  persons  on  the  register  under  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order,  including  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen, 
and  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

Canal  Boats  Act. 

I  have  during  the  year  made  over  one  hundred  visits  to  the 
various  wharves  and  sidings  in  the  district,  but  have  been  unable 
to  make  more  than  20  inspections,  the  boats,  directlv  they  arc 
made  fast,  having  no  one  left  in  charge. 

I  found  two  contraventions  of  the  Act  on  the  Canal  Boat 
Dr  uintless  R.R.2bi,  belonging  to  the  Medway  Lighterage  Co., 
Ltd.,  1  onbridge.  The  first  was  dirty  cabin,  notice  was  served  and 
the  cabin  cleansed;  the  second  was  that  the  boat  was  not  properlv 
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numbered  and  lettered;  the  notice  not  being-  complied  with,  I  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Council,  and  received  instructions  to  take  proceed¬ 
ing's,  with  the  result  that  the  owners  were  ordered  to  pay  costs, 
the  boat  having  been  lettered  and  numbered  before  the  hearing 
of  the  summons.  With  the  above  exceptions  I  found  the  boats 
clean  and  well  kept.  I  found  no  children  on  board  any  of  the 
boats,  and  only  a  woman  on  one  boat.  There  were  no  infectious 
cases  notified  during  the  year. 

West  Malting  Outfall  Works. 

These  works  have  been  completed  and  working  for  the  past 
two  years.  The  working  is  controlled  by  the  West  Mailing 
Sanitary  Committee.  Since  the  Abbey  Brewery  Company  have 
diverted  the  brewery  waste,  there  has  been  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  sewage  filtrate.  The  cost  of  labour  on  the  works 
for  the  year  ending  December  has  been  £32  17s. — this  includes 
the  cost  of  cleaning  out  the  eight  primary  filter  beds,  cleaning- 
under  drain  and  refilling  beds,  this  cost  £i2\  the  remaining  £ 22 
17s.  was  expended  in  clearing-  out  detritus  chambers  and  pump¬ 
ing  sludge  from  septic  tanks,  also  cleaning  channels  on  filter 
beds.  There  is  considerable  more  sludge  to  deal  with  from  the 
septic  tanks  than  was  anticipated;  in  December  23s.  was  spent  for 
stone  breaking-  from  disused  filter  bed,  leaving  ^£.21  14s.  for  casual 
labour  on  the  works  for  the  year.  The  alternating  gearing  became 
blocked,  and  an  engineer  was  called  in  to  fix  clearing  arms 
and  force  pipes.  This  was  charged  separately  from  the  above. 
It  will  no  doubt  be  necessary  to  turn  clinker  on  primary  filters 
within  the  next  four  months. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

During  the  year  I  submitted  59  plans  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Plans  Committee,  as  compared  with  74  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  Committee  recommended  for  approval  56  plans  and  re¬ 
ferred  back  3,  they  not  complying  with  the  Council’s  bye-laws. 

It  plans  are  deposited  within  reasonable  time  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Plans  Committee,  and  I  find  they  are  not  in  order,  I 
always  call  the  architect’s  attention,  so  that  the  plans  can  be 
amended  before  being  submitted. 

Plans  for  the  following  buildings  were  approved  :  — 

22  Houses  as  compared  with  45  in  1907. 

29  additions  to  Houses  as  compared  with  26  in  1907. 

6  additions  to  Farm  Buildings  as  compared  with  2  in  1907. 

5  additions  to  Factories  and  Workshops  as  compared  with  3  in  1907. 
5  additions  to  Schools  as  compared  with  3  in  1907. 

Total  67  in  1908  as  compared  with  79  in  1907. 

Among  the  houses  built  were  six  bungalows,  as  against  two 
in  1907. 

I  remain,  yours  faithfully, 

CHARLES  SOFTER. 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Surveyor  of  Buildings,  etc. 
to  the  Mailing  Rural  District  Council. 


